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EXAMINER'S ANSWER 



This is in response to the appeal brief filed. 10/03/2001 . " ! " Tl _! 

(1) Real Party in Interest c ncCv AS ;; :r • 

A statement identifying the real party in interest is contained in the brief. 
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Related Appeals and Interferences r \ 

A statement identifying the related appeals and : interferences which will directly 
affect or be directly affected by or have "a bearing" on thejjecision in the pending appeal 
is contained in the brief. ' rv . ^sj 

(3) Status of Claims . _ :." 

The statement of the status of the claims contained in the brief is correct.^ ^ ■ : 

(4) Status of Amendments After Final : : : V j :: 'i:. 
The appellant's statement of the status of amendments after final rejection 

contained in the brief is correct. i 

(5) Summary of Invention 

The summary of invention contained in the brief is correct. 

(6) Issues 

The appellant's statement of theJssuesJn the-brief is correct. ::. 

(7) Grouping of Claims L _ _ -. _ r _ 

Appellant's brief includes a statement that claims 1 : 32 do not: stand or fall 
together and provides reasons as set forth in -37 CFR 1 .192(p)(7) gnd (e)(8); • 

(8) Claims Appealed : ,,.;_s, 

The copy of the appealed claims contained. in. the Appendix. to; the brief is: cprrect., 

(9) Prior Art of Record : ; ^ : r ; : - : :k : c: 
5,612,868 OFF et:al; : . A : C r : 7 03-1997', ' 
5,905,246 FAJKOWSKI ^ " - - 05-1999 ' 
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(70) Grounds of R jection 

The following ground(s) of rejection are applicable to the appealed claims:* 
Claim 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S ? C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Off et al 
(US 5,612,868) in view of Fajkowski (t)S 5y905,246)v =V- ^: ; 

As per claim 1 , Off et al teach: 

"at least one incentive printer" (see-figure Intern 24); .... r _.; r '.-; : . J ...-;„.. \. 

"a point-of sale (POS) controller? 1 (see figured, item 10); 

"at least one cash register" (see figure 1 , item 12); 

"a point-of-sale (POS) Bus (see figure 1); - - . ■ . 

"a retailer host computer (16) coupled to a store controller (10) through the POS 
bus and the host computer controls communicationJwith a\l store controllers in the 
retailer's various store, and is responsible for generating -various accounting reports. 
The retailer host computer has an associated data base, of various files -relating to<the~ 
retailer's entire store operation" (see 6oJumn.3, lines 39-47, and item 16 of figure 1); 

Off et al fail to teach "an incentive processor for' storing a plurality of purchasing 
incentives corresponding to a plurality of item identifiers-frir-rt^ 

Fajkowski teaches: ~\ ~ v.-.-:-.. -s: 

"an incentive processor for storiftg 'a^-plU'rality " -'o'f* "put<5hasirtg"" iH6enti vfes : 
corresponding to a plurality of item identifiers for items .subject to rainchecks^ (see- 
column4, lines 64-67 -column 5, lines" 1-13, item 200 of figure' 1);:; :< ::: — !! - ™ 

"an incentive processor or server (200) networked^ to all- periphery devices in the* 
store and" compiling information from the-peripheries^ concerning' 
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been redeemed. Using this information, a program in the server may generate detailed 
reports such as total amount of each manufacturer's coupons redeemed, the number of 
inappropriate coupons redeemed by overridden and the number of coupons overridden 
by each cashier. The server can organize.the information on redeemed coupons in any 
number of ways to accommodate the special needs of the particular store. Additionally, 
the server will transfer to the periphery devicelinformation -that isJritended for eventual 
loading by the periphery device onto coupon cards (e.g., information on future coupons, 
or coupons for immediate use)" (see column 4, lines 64-67 - column 5, lines 1-14); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to connect the server (200) of Fajkowski to Off et al, 
networking it to all store POS controller, cash register and peripheral devices through 
the POS bus. Fajkowski server (200) is performing similar functions as Off et al host 
computer (16). Adding the server (200) of Fajkowski . to Off.et al would be an obvious 
feature. 

Off et al fail to teach "an incentive processor bus coupling Said incentive 
processor to said at least one incentive" printer?. - - : . - , .: ..L=.. 

Fajkowski teaches: : - : - - - - y - 

"an incentive processor' 7 (see* item : 200 of figure 1);^ -.-r :; -_•:?; ~-- s : 
"the incentive processor on server (200) may : be networked to all periphery 
devices in the store and compile Information* fronrr the " peripheries concerning what 
coupons have been redeemed. Usingothis : inforrfiafion,/a program - in: 'the seiner may 
generate detailed reports for the <stp«e:-im^ 4\< lines"' 64-^7-^ 
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column 5, lines 1-3). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary : skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to connect the incentive processor (200) of 
Fajkowski to Off et al through the POS bus that can also function as the incentive 
processor bus, where all peripherals are networked to : each other. The server (200) of 
Fajkowski performs similar functions as the host. computer (.16) of'Off et al. Networking 
the server (200) to Off et al would be an obvious: result.:. OfficiaJ notice . is taken that , it is 
old and well known in the computer art.that anything saved'to. a computer or device 
memory can be printed. As lines 23-29 of column 6 of Fajkowski teach, "conventional 
system transfer the coupon information to a printer to produce a printed paper coupon. 
The adapter of the Fajkowski invention avoids any need for paper by transmitting the 
coupon directly to the coupon card". And as lines 9-14 ?of column 5 of Fajkowski teach, 
"the server (200) will transfer to the periphery, device information that is needed for 
eventual loading by the periphery device onto couponsxards (e.g.,: informationron future- 
coupons or coupons for immediate use)". Also lines 65-6.7 of column 24 and lines 1 -66 of 
column 25 show that the server (200) has coupons and rebates that are' stored in its 
database and are, therefore, accessible ^ to periphery devices: Thereforei it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to install a printer to the server (200) and. i p.rin.t.cpupons, .this -.printer being .the, Incentive: 
printer. Also, the applicant has not- disclosed that- the ^^physicahlocation-of~the- printer 
connected to the server (200) provides an advantage.-is used for a particular purpose, 
or solves a stated problem. A person of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have 
expected the Applicant's invention to perform equally well with either the printer directly 



• 
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connected to the server or in another locatibn, as long as the Server and the printer can" ~ _ ' 
communicate to each other. If a particular server . and printer can see each other, it ** 
would be obvious that a bus can connect them and that the bus can be called the 
incentive processor bus. r -: - viv \ ■■■■ -ip -s« v-. .. ;\ = :■ ^-J •=•: 

Off et al fail to teach "a POS bus coupling said PCS controller, said at least one 
cash register, and said incentive processor"*. Fajkowski teaches t( an ihcefitive'pfocessor i - ■ - 1 - 
(see item 200 of figure 1). Therefore.lt would have been obvious to a person of ordinary ; 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to connect the incentive processor 
(200) of Fajkowski to the Off et al system because the server (200) of Fajkowski is 
performing similar functions as the host computer (16) of Off et al. 

Off etal teach: ; "- •:. >' - 

"wherein a respective cash register of said at leasts one -cash register is 

configured to receive data defining an item identifier fdr"an item that is subject to- a - » 

coupon discount" (see column 4, lines 30-37); . - - • - u 

"a coupon look-up file that includes two types of record, a coupon index record; : ; 
and the coupon. deal record. The flag field o? the coupon^ deal record contains only three v ■- 
meaningful bits of information. When^bit S"is~ : jsety"the expiration date indicates^ the 
number of days beyond the printing date that the coupon fe'tb "remain valid liif bit "5 is' hot " ; 
set, the expiration date indicates thei number of days beyond a preselected reference 
date that the coupon is to remain valid." (seexorumn 6; lines 25-35); " : ° : M ' 
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Off et al fail to teach "wherein a respective cash register of said at least one cash 
register is configured to receive data defining an item identifier for an item that is subject 
to a raincheck". 

Fajkowski teaches "wherein a. respective cash register : of said at least one cash 
register is configured to receive data defining ah item identifier for ah item that is subject 
to a raincheck" (see column 15 lines 17^27;: column 2CNines~34-67 ^ column 21, lines 1-:^ 
67). Therefore, it would have been obvious' to ^ a* person" of ordinary skill in the art^at the ^ 
time the invention was made to add the feature of rainchecking coupons to Off et al. 
Rainchecking a coupon occurs when an item covered by a coupon -is out of stock and 
the coupon will expire before the store can restock the item. Rainchecking allows the: 
customers to use the coupon after its expiration date. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add 
a raincheck mark or flag to the coupons of the Off et al system as lines 39-46 of column 
20 of Fajkowski shows. This raincheck marker of Fajkowski would override the flag bit 5 
of Off etal, allowing the customer to use thexoupon. after its expiration, date. - 

Off et al teach "one of said POS controller (1 0) and said ! respective ; cash register 
(12) is configured to transmit said data defining said itenrr identifier for safdltem: that is" 
subject to a coupon discount over said POS "bus td a host computer (-16)° (see' ct)|umn 

3, lines 39-47). : - ; ^ - * : ■ 

Off et al fail to teach "one of : taid ;POS rantroller^ 
register is configured to transmit said'data 

is subject to said raincheck over said POS bus" td sai^d!^ncefltt , #lprocessor'^ - - 
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Fajkowski teaches: '~ " 

"an incentive processor or server (200) networked to all periphery devices in the 
store and compiling information from the peripheries concerning what coupons have 
been redeemed. Using this information, a program in the server may generate detailed 
reports such as total amount of each manufacturer's coupons redeemed, the jiumber of 
inappropriate coupons redeemed by overridden and the number of coupons Overridden 
by each cashier. The server can organize the information ohTedeemed coupons in any 
number of ways to accommodate the special needs of the particular store.". (see column 
4, lines 64-67 - column 5, lines 1-14 and column 22, lines. 31-35). Therefore, it would, 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at -the time the invention was 
made to add the incentive processor (200) of Fajkowski to Off et al because the server 
(200) performs a similar function as the host computer (16) of Off et al, as lines 39-47 of 
column 3 of Off et al show. And as explained" before rainchecking. a coupon is 
accomplished by putting a marker to the coupon, as lines 34-66 of. column 20, of 
Fajkowski show. Thus, modifying Off et al to : raincheck coupons as Fajkowski : does : 
would be obvious. Although Fajkowski -puts a raihcheck mark to "a-coupdn that is ; stored 
in a coupon card or smart card, officiarridtice is'taken that it is old and well known In the 
computer art that anything that can be saved in a computer :or processor memory can 
be printed. It would have been obvious to- a person ofordinary.skill in the art at-the-time 
of the applicant's invention to print the raincheck that is stored in the smart card so that 
the client can have a paper copy of the raincheck; f \^ s \- . t-r^- 
Off et al fail to teach: ralnchcck in'onviation to o ;*cspoCijvc \C\c-?. 
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"said incentive processor is configured to generate raincheck" information .- : 
including at least one purchasing incentive in 1 response to receipt of said data defining ' 
said item identifier for said item subject to said raincheck, said plurality incentives, and 
said plurality of item identifiers"; 

"said incentive processor is configured to transmit said raincheck information to a 
respective incentive printer of said at least ohe-ihcentivei printer over said Incentive, 
processor bus and said respective incentive printer is configured to print a : raincheck 
including said at least one purchasing incentive in response to receipt of said raincheck 
information received from said incentive processor." ' 

Fajkowski teaches "said incentive processor is configured to generate raincheck 
information including at least one purchasing incentive in response to receipt of said 
data defining said item identifier for said item subject to said raincheck, said plurality 
incentives, and said plurality of item identifiers" (see column 5 7 lines 9-14;: column 20, 
lines 34-66; column 22, lines 18-60), Therefgre, it would haveibeen obvious. to- a person . 
of ordinary skill in the art at the ti trie -the invention was made to add. the raincheck 1 
feature of Fajkowski to Off et al. As explained before, adding the incentive processor : 
(200) of Fajkowski to Off et al would :be advantageous; and ^adding the: capability of. 
Fajkowski of generating rainchecks to. Off et would be :a good business strategy. The™ 
clients would not have to worry if tha : item is /out: of stock andvthe: coupon is : soon to- 
expire. .: - rr ^ : ■•' ~ ~ r i t! " "y " tA ' :f: . — 

Fajkowski fails to teach "said-incentive^^ 
raincheck information to a respectjveiincientive printed pfi said cat ; least; onei irtcentiva, 
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printer over said incentive processor bus and "said^ respective incentive printer is - 
configured to print a raincheck including said, at least one .purchasing incentive in 
response to receipt of said raincheck information? received from said incentive 
processor". Official notice is taken that it is; old and well.known in the computer art that 
anything saved to a computer or device "memory can .be printed. As lines 23-29 of 
column 6 of Fajkowski teach "conventional system transfer thet.coupon- ihforrhatiort; to a 
printer to produce a printed paper coupon . : The adapter : of i trje : : Fajkowski invention 
avoids any need for paper by transmitting the coupon directly to the coupon card". And 
as lines 9-14 of column 5 of Fajkowski teach, "the server (200) will transfer to the 
periphery device information that is heeded for eventual loading by the periphery device 
onto coupons cards (e.g., information oh future coupons or coupons for immediate 
use)". Also lines 65-67 of column 24 and lines1-66 of column 25 show that the server 
(200) has coupons and rebates store -in its database and therefore accessible to 
periphery devices. Therefore, it would have -been obvious to a;perspn of ordinary; skill--iri- 
the art at the time the invention was made -to install a printer to the server (200) and- 
print coupons, this printer being the incentive -pririter-sAlso, the applicant has not 
disclosed that the physical location of the printer connected tofthe server (200) 'provides; 
an advantage, is used for a particular purpose; or solves; a stated^problem.- Aipersbh of 
ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would: have.-:expeeted 4he : Applieant'sMnventibn^to- 
perform equally well with either theprinter directly connected 1o the ! serve?:or in^nother 
location, as long as the server and the ptiriterrcant CQTnprm\<&\e-\itith-e£<fr : :0Wi&:' ffr.a~ 
particular server and printer can cbmmuhirate-witteeacfeiiotheT.cibWquld £e-.obvibus tbat^ 
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a bus can connect them and that-the : bus can be called the incentive processor bus 
between that printer and server. ~ ~ .". y 

As per claim 2, ' 

Off et al fail to teach: -. - - - :? . . . * - 

"a retailer site ^configured to_ identify, said, plurality of purchasing incentives 
corresponding to said plurality of item Identifiers";; V 

"an incentive processing site"; - ; . . . . • ; . ; ; : 

"wherein said retailer site configured to transmit said plurality of purchasing 
incentives corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers to said incentive processing 
site"; ••), 

"said incentive processing site is configured ...to ; receive said : plurality of 

purchasing incentives corresponding , to; said plurality of. item, identifiers from said retailer 

site"; and . ' ... _ ; ...... _ : : ;. 

"said incentive processing site-is coxifigured, to ; store said plurality of purchasing; , 
incentives corresponding to said plurality of item Jdentifiers via said incentive processor"' 

Fajkowski shows: --v (- ; - r^. ;| ^, : : . ..... o. 

"a retailer site configured to identify said plurality, of purchasing: incentives . ; 
corresponding to said plurality of item-identifiers"- (see column 22 r ljnes.49^62); 

"an incentive processing site" (column^S,^ 54-67 - 

column 25, lines 1-51 and item 300 of figure-1-); - 1 — 7 ::—r--::vr. 

"wherein said retailer site configured- to; : traiasiriit-sai^i: plurality! 'of - purchasing- 
incentives corresponding to said plurality tofi item 
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site" (column 23, lines 49-59; column 24, lines 54-6,7 - column 25, jines 1-51 and item 
300 of figure 1); ■ . • ■ ■ ^ 

"said incentive processing site is configured to receive said plurality of 
purchasing incentives corresponding to saicf plurality of itemldentifiers from said retailer 
site" (column 23, lines 49-59; column 24, lines 54-67 - column 25, lines 1-51 and item 
300 of figure 1); , . ..'i.^-.- .y.;^,. ^ 

"said incentive processing site is configured to store, said plurality of purchasing 
incentives corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers via said incentive processor" 
(column 23, lines 49-59; column 24, lines 54-67 - column 25, lines 1-51 and item 300 of 
figure 1). . .. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a~ person of ordinary skill" in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add the .feature of. an incentive processing site-of 
Fajkowski to Off et al. As explained before, upon adding the server (200) to the-POS .: 
bus of Off et al, the incentive processing site (300) can also be added as a obvious 
feature to Off et al because as Fajkowski shows, clearinghouse (300) is connected to 
server (200). This feature would be an- improvement 1 to the Off - et $\ system -because the ; 
retailers and manufacturers can changed the' value of coupon^ and offer rebates in a 
more efficient way as lines 36-56 of column 25 of -Fajkowski show; ~ - w ~ " - r- ■: : - : 

As per claim 3, Off et alfail to teach:Cr ' — 1 :i - - - V::: - : - 

"one of said retailer site is arid said incentive- processing*, site is -configured 'to 
generate a raincheck list including a:descripti6n-of items corresponding to §aicl plurality 
of item identifiers along with said plurality of 4tem identifiers"; ii'i iiie. vniur-. wf ;;...-= m ;;w,: (: 
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"said respective cash registered s'ald at : 1east"dhe cash register is configured to : 
receive said data defining said item identifier for an item that is subject to a raincheck 
based on said raincheck list." . 

Fajkowski shows: "' ' ' ^ . - ^ - - ■ 

"one of said retailer site is and said incentive processing site is configured to 
generate a raincheck list including a description of iterrte corresponding^o said 1 plurality " 
of item identifiers along with said. plurality of item identifiers (colurhn : 20; lines; 34-67- 
column 21 and column 22; column 23, lines 49-59; column 24, lines .54-54-67 - column 
25, lines 1-51). Fajkowski does not explicitly disclose "the feature of retailer site 
generating a raincheck list. However, this feature is deemed to be inherent to Fajkowski 
as lines 36-62 of column 25 show that "...a manufacturer can rapidly respond to 
redemption rates and market feedback and reuse the coupons by increasing its value 
nationally, regionally, or in a more specific locale. If the manufacturer wishes to increase 
the coupon's value, clearinghouse (300) will' orl instructions from the manufacturer, 
create a new bar code and new redemption requirement data showing an increased 
value for the coupon's redemption. This new bar code and I: redemption requirement data 
is then transmitted to periphery devices; by- server {200) along with other redemption 
requirement data for future coupons^ When a : c6upon' ; car#is placed in periphery device 
the original bar code of the coupon which is to be : increased in value will ; be located; and ■ 
the new bar code along with the neW'tedSrription requirement data- ; WiPreplae^^ 
previous bar code and redemption required To* 1 rfiafcS-^^ user 

aware of the increase in the value of the coupon, the coupon record- will contain a 
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marker..." If the retailer can mark coupons that are going to increase in value; marking 
coupons for a list of items that are out- of stock with a raincheck would be an obvious 
feature as lines 34-66 of column 20 of Fajkowski show. ^ 

"Said respective cash register of said, at least tone cash; register is configured to * 
receive said data defining said item identifier for an item that is subject to a. raincheck 
based on said raincheck list" (see column 20„, !ines;34^67 ; -::cdlumn 2T l Jines,1;-67). - 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 1 of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Off et al to accept rainchecks coupons. 

As per claim 4, Off et al fail to teach: 

"said incentive processor configured to storeia printed raincheck list comprising a. 
list of when rainchecks were printed and item identifiers corresponding thereto"; 

"said incentive processing site is. configured to, generate a, weekly report of. 
printed rainchecks and item identifiers corresponding, thereto, .based, on said printed 
raincheck list"; 

Fajkowski shows: - 

"said incentive processor configured 1 to store a printed raincheck}list comprising .a 
list of when rainchecks were printed and item identifiers- corresponding .thereto" (see 
column 22, lines 18-48); v-r.r- : — rr. :~. - ^r.r-i- - ; - s--. - 

"said incentive processing site^fs .configured to~ gerv0rate a weekly report of 
printed rainchecks and item identifiers corresponding -thereto- based 1 on ~ said 1 printed 
raincheck list" (see column 22, lines 28r48).:! ■---;-! " ^ .- y ».!■; -. ui ,< r ;■ - <;; 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art' at 
the time the invention was made to add the inceptive processor of Fajkowskr to Off et al 
and to store the data and generate reports such as total coupon redemptions that day, 
total redemption sum per manufacturer, total redemption sums per cash register and 
detailed information on overrides, like rainchecks. - ' 

As per claim 5, Off etal fait to teach r- : ?r r c : _ a V ■ c... : ( 
"said at least one purchasing incentive comprises" one of a token and a discount 
coupon"; 

"said token enabling a customer to purchase said item subject to said raincheck 
when said item is in stock and at a price when said item was subject to said rairicheck"; 

"said discount coupon enabling a customer- to purchase said item subject to said 
raincheck when said item is in stock and at a price discounted from said price when said 
item was subject to said raincheck"; -------- 

Fajkowski shows: - ~ r. 

"said at least one purchasing incentive comprises .one of a token and k discount : 
coupon" (see column 20, line 34-38J; n ■■■ - ^--0): 

"said token enabling a customer to purchase said item "subject ^ to - said • raincheck" 
when said item is in stock and at a •'price when-' said* item* was subject -to r said -TaincMe'ck^ 
(see column 20, line 34-38); *t ?i. 

"said discount coupon enabling a customer td'parcfiase.s^ to~s;aid 
raincheck when said item is in stockiahtt'ata^ 
item was subject to said raincheck" (see column 20, line 34-38); 
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Fajkowski does not explicitly disclose ..the feature that the raincheck would be a 
discount coupon or a token. However, this feature is deemed to be inherent because in 
the retail business when a customer discovers that a desired item is out of stock; the 
retailer often provides the customer with a raincheck, which is essentially a certificate;- 
be a token or a discount coupon, granting the customer. a guarantee that the out of 
stock item may be purchased later at the current price. > ; .... - : ; ; 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a. person of ordinary .skill in the art.at the time - 
the invention was made to add the raincheck feature of Fajkowski to Off et.al, allowing 
customers to use a discount coupon after its expiration date. ■ 

As per claim 6, it has the same limitations as claim 5, therefore the same 
rejection applies. 

As per claims 7-8, Off etal fail to teach: 

"said item subject to said raincheck when said item, is.oot. in stock";. ; .. 

Fajkowski shows: 

"said item subject to said raincheck when said item is not in stock" (see column 
20, lines 34-38); ■/ : h ^ . - - 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a; person of ordinary skillr in the art at 
the time the invention was made to implement;the : raincheck feature of Fajkowski to Off, 
et al. 

As per claims 9-16, they a re -written tin process .format- artd.-con tain the same" 
limitations as claims 1-8, therefore the:§ame rejections' apply; ~ ..." 
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As per claims 17-24, they are written as a computer program and contain the : 
same limitations as claims 1-8, therefore the same rejections apply: _ 

As per claims 25-32, they are written in means format and contain the same 
limitations as claims 1-8, therefore the same rejections apply^ ^ > : -V - .? ^ 
(11) Response to Argument 

The Appellant submits that Off et al fail to teach -or -suggest an i -incentive • 
processor, an incentive printer coupled to the incentive processor via an incentive ~" 
processor bus, a POS controller coupled to the incentive processor via a POS bus, and 
a cash register coupled to the POS controller via the POS bus, as recited in the claimed 
invention. The Appellant notes that the present Office Action asserts that Off est al teach 
the claimed POS bus citing Figure 1 of Offetal: However, the Appellant notes that the, - 
only element in Figure 1 of Off et al-that may be arguably considered to be buses is line - - 
18, which may be a telephone line.or the connections between :the store controller-10 . - .. 
and the terminals 12. The Appellant: submits that even if line 18 was considered a POS- 
bus, Off et al would still fail to teach or suggest a cash register coupled thereto/as in the r 
claimed invention, since the terminal 1-2fwN^ 

correspond to the claimed cash register," is cdupled to th^^store'cQntroirer ^ T0/aH"d hot to 
line 18. Similarly, the printer 24 of Off et rails" cbu pled tb:thfe"teirmmar T^'and'hbt to^h ; ^ " ' 
incentive processor, as in the claimed inventidh. In^additidn, ^ev6n if ; the connections ( r "•' " 
between the store controller 10 and the fetmihals 12"weriB : 'c^ " 
applicant argues that Off et al would stilf fail to teach or suggest an jncentive' processor : 
coupled thereto, as in the claimed 1 invention; The reason according to ttie"AppeHantvis^< - Ar - ;: 
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that since the host computer 16, which is argued to be considered to correspond to the 
claimed incentive processor based oh the teachings of Fajkdwski, is coupled to the 
store controller 10 and not to the connections between th'e~ store controller 10 and the* 
terminal 12. Furthermore, the printer 24 oLOff et at is coupled to the terminal 12 and not. 
to an incentive processor, as in the_claimed invention. Accordingly, the Appellant . 
submits that neither line 18 connection between the host .computer. "16 .and the store, 
controller 10 nor the connections between the store controller 1 10 and the terminal 12;of 
Off et al teach or suggest the POS bus, as in the claimed invention. 

The Examiner answers that figure 1 of Off et al teaches a POS system where all 
the elements are connected by a common bus:and can communicate with each other. 
Therefore, even though line 18 is not shown in the figure directly connected to terminal 
12, it is indeed connected. Line 18 connects ,"to,.the: store -controller (10). and the store 
controller (10) connects to the terminal . 12. Similarly, .tha printer (24) is.connectedJo. 
terminal 12, the terminal 12 is connected to -the store controller (_10) r .and the store 
controller (10) is connected to the Incentive Processor (16)*;: Therefore,- the POS bus 
would be the line that connects the rHost .Computer 16 v terminals 12= databases M4 and:; 
store controller 10. Although Figure 1 only-shows the printer .24 connected to terminal 
12, it does not mean that the printensisolated 1 from the ptherfdevicesTiFigureiliteach'es 
a POS network where peripheral devices are connected (networked) to: each other.. :;" / 

The Appellant submits that Fajkowski ; merely teaches a server 200: that maybe 
used for coupon processing for implementing 1 a 'paper1esS::c6\Jp r on system,;- but' fajls~tp 
cure the noted deficiencies in Off et^aUlTheVptesentHOffieei Action :a&se!nts thatUt wouldi 
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have been obvious to include the server. 200 of Fajkowski in the invention of Off et al : to 
arrive at the claimed incentive processor. However, the Appellant mentions that, neither 
the line 18 connection between the host computer 16 and the store controller 10 nor the 
connections between the store controller 10 and the terminal 12 of Off -et al teach or 
suggest the POS bus, as in the claimed^ invention. Accordingly, even if such 
modification were obvious, which Appellant, claims: is not the case, the system; of Off- et 
al as modified by Fajkowski would still fail tb~ teach or suggest the noted features of the 
claimed invention. 

The Examiner answers that the server 200 of Fajkowski would be connected, to 
the POS bus that connects the Host Computer 16, Store Controller 10, terminal 12 and 
database 14. Adding the Fajkowski server, to the Off et al invention would add the 
raincheck feature that Off et al system lacks. It is true that neither the line 18 connection 
between the host computer 16 and the store controller 10 nor the connections between 
the store controller 10 and the terminals 12 are the POS bus. The POS bus. would- be 
the common line or bus that connects all devices together. The applicant appears .to be 
analyzing figure 1 literally without looking at the concept it teaches; - - ••• ?-:-6 T - 

In addition, the Appellant claims that since Off et~al system includes a store 
controller 10 for coupon processing, a; person ;of ordinary-skill in. the art-Would: no't b'e 
motivated to modify this system to include the : server 200 of Fajkowski in- ordertoarriye 
at the claimed incentive processor. Furtherrthe- Appellant claims that since 'the O'ffiet al 
system includes a printer 24 for coup'dr* printing,' a"pefsors.one of ordinary skill in the art 
would not be motivated to modify this system to include the server 200 of Fajkowski 
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coupled to an incentive printer via an incentive processor bus in order to arrive at the* 
claimed invention. 

The Examiner answers that including the server 200 of Fajkowski to the Off et al 
invention would add the raincheck feiature that the Off et al system lacks. And:; 
connecting the Fajkowski server 200 io thre POS bus of the Off et al inventibnj/vould be 
an obvious feature as the server 200- is performing similar^ : iunctibns .asMhe^ Host- 
computer 16. For example, Off et al Host Computer 16 controls communications with all 
store controllers in the retailer's various stores, and is responsible for generating various 
accounting reports (see column 3, lines 39-47).;The Fajkowski server 200 would be 
networked to all the periphery devices in the store and would compile information from : 
the peripheries concerning what coupons have beeri redeemed. Using this information, . 
a program in the server would generate detailed reports for. the store .management 
concerning factors such as the total amount of each manufacturer's coupons redeemed 
(i.e. the amount the manufacturer should reimburse the retailer),, the,, number of: 
inappropriate coupons redeemed by overriding, and the numberof coupons overridden ; 
by each cashier (see column 4, lines 64-67 column .5, lines 1-1:4}.; Ther Fajkowski 
invention also includes a coupon dispenser ^where a coupon could be printed in; hard 
copy form (see column 27, lines 56^65);; There/ore rewn though the Fajkowski invention 
is geared towards a paperless coupon system, itdoes" have theipapabjlities of printing 
coupons in hard copy form. It would have^been^obwdus lorconnecfc the. server 200 to ! 
the Off et al invention. cy.r.i. \ . t*- a- ■:: r„ .:• 
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The Appellant mentions that~smce"Fajkowski : is directed to a system for 
implementing a paperless coupon system, a person of ordinary skill in the art would not 
be motivated to modify Off et al system to include printing of Tairichecks based oh the 
teaching to the contrary in Fajkowski. The Examiner, answers -that even though 
Fajkowski is directed towards implementing a paperless coupon system, it does have 
the capabilities to print coupons in ; hard copy form (see column -27, lihies 56-65). - 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary ^skilf in the art?at the time 
the application was made, to know that Fajkowski would print the raincheck" coupon in 
hard copy form. 

The Appellant argues that Off et al teach that the, means for generating the 
coupon is without any intervention of the "customer and that; Off et al do not teach a 
customer card or other means for customer identification. The Appellant-argues that to 
combine with Off et al the incentive processor of Fajkowski would now require the 
intervention by the customer, in participating in the coupon selection and raincheck 
generation process, rendering Off et al unsatisfactory for its intended 1 purpose'. 

The Examiner answers that the Fajkowski system would use the point of sale 
system described in Off et al to implement its , coupon selection and raincheck' 
generation process. ; ■?■ ? *s 3, ; : ; is '27 

a. Group 1 -Claims 1, 9, 17 and 25 :: :: - j - ; : ' ■'■ '■ " 

The Appellant argues that Off r et-al rfeferehbe do nbtdisclGsS-thM 
in Claim 1. The Appellant further argaes^tfiaf adifm^ 
of Fgjkowski to Off et al, as suggested^; th^ : Offi : dal^Acti@h''> is^hbt&agg^^ 
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or Fajkowski and will require user participation; thus rendering Off et al unsatisfactory 
for its intended purpose. 

With respect to these arguments, the Examiner answers that the responses 
stated in the preceding arguments as stated in claim 1 rejection in section 11 applies. 
The Fajkowski system would use the point of sale system described in Off et al to 
implement its coupon selection and ramchec.krgeneration process, v " y\ : ' . . . ■ : . 

b. Group 2 - Claims 2, 10, 18 and 26 w ' 

The Appellant argues that the Official Action acknowledges that Off et al 
reference do no teach a retailer site configured to identify the plurality of purchasing 
incentives corresponding to the plurality^ of item identifiers,, as. defined in Claim 2. 
Moreover, adding the proposed incentive processor of "Fajkowski: which contains a 
clearinghouse to Off et al is not suggested by Off et al or Fajkowski and will require User 
participation, thus rendering Off et al unsatisfactory for its intended purpose; ------- 

With respect to these arguments,-: the . Examiner, answers; that" the responses 
stated in the preceding arguments as stated in claim 2 rejection in section 11 applies.- 
The Fajkowski system would use the point of sale system described- in Off et al to: 
implement its coupon selection and raincheck generatidnprodess.- - - - - - - 1 - ~ ;~ 

c. Group 3 - Claims 3, 11, 19and:2<7r p ; - ■ ir-r*;;vr. r^r-.r— rv : 
The Appellant argues that the Official Action acknowledge that-Offset al reference- 
does not teach one of the retailer site and^the incenfiveprddessin^ iSiteMSrconfigured to 
generate a raincheck list including a description- off items correspondingjto^the. plurality, 
of item identifiers along with the pluralitycdf; item identifiers, ^andiithetinespectivei cash, 
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register of the at least one cash register is configured to receive the data defining the 
item identifier for an item that is subject to a raincheck based on the raincheck list, as 
defined in Claim 3. The Appellant further argues that adding the proposed incentive 
processor of Fajkowski which contains a clearinghouse 300 to Off et al, as suggested in 
the Official Action, is not suggested by Off et al or Fajkowski and wilbrequire user 
participation, thus rendering Off et al unsatisfactory for its intended, purpose. . ; 

With respect to these arguments, the" Examiner answers that the responses 
stated in the preceding arguments as stated in claim 3 rejection in section 11 applies. 
The Fajkowski system would use the point of sale system described in Off et al to 
implement its coupon selection and raincheck generation process; * 

d. Group 4 - Claims 4, 12, 20 and"28 . : ( : 

The Appellant argues that the . Official Action acknowledges ..that, Off et_al . 
reference do not teach that the incentive: processor is configured to store a printed 
raincheck list comprising a list of when rainchecks _were printed .and . i.tem : identifiers 
corresponding thereto, and the incentive processing site is configured to generate; a 
weekly report of printed rainchecks and item identifiers corresponding thereto : based- oh 
the printed raincheck list, as defined .in Claim ,4. The Appellant further argues that 
adding the proposed incentive processor roflFajkowskiCto Off :et a1js:riot^ugQested by 
Off et al or Fajkowski and will Vequire user participationr tfius.; rendering. :Off;el al : 
unsatisfactory for its intended purpose: - 1 J ; - - ; ■ 1 1 : ' ' :- :. 1 

With respect to these arguments,- thfe Examiner answers that : the > responses 
stated in the preceding arguments :^s:>stated 
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The Fajkowski system would use the, point of sale system described in Off etal to 
implement its coupon selection and rainchedk generation prodess. 
Group 5 -Claims 5, 13, 21 and 29" : : 

The Appellant argues that the "Official Action acknowledges that Off et al ; 
reference does not teach that the at .least one. purchasing incentive comprises one- of a 
token and a discount coupon, the* token-enabling a customer to purchase .the item 
subject to the raincheck when the item is in: stock and at a price, when, the, item was 
subject to the raincheck; and the discount coupon enabling a customer to purchase the 
item subject to the raincheck when the item is in stock and at a discounted price, as 
defined in Claim 5. The Appellant furthier argues that the Official Action acknowledges* 
that Fajkowski does not teach explicitly that the raincheck- would be. a discount coupon 
or a token. Therefore, the Appellant argues that, a combination .of. Off and -Fajkowski-is 
improper. - . ... . . : ... . „_ 

With respect to these arguments, the 7 Examiher7answers "that the responses: 
stated in the preceding arguments gs stated in claim 5 rejection in section 1 1 applies. 
The Fajkowski system would use the- point of: sale system described: in-OfTef al to 
implement its coupon selection and rai^Ghe^k generation process. 

f. Group 6 -Claims 6, 14, 22 and 30/;--. =o :3s t -u; :v- r :-r 

The Appellant argues that the Official- Action acknowledges l that Off :et : al;: 
reference does not teach that the at least" one purchasingrincenti.Ve com'prises/one-'of .a'; 
token and a discount coupon, the i token enabling a customer to purchase thej item 
subject to the raincheck when the item isi-inCfctockSn^ was 
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subject to the raincheck; and the discount" coupon ehabling^a customer to purchase the 
item subject to the raincheck when the item is in stock and at a discounted price, as 
defined in Claim 6. The Appellant further argues- that" the Official Action acknowledges 
that Fajkowski does not teach explicitly -that ithe raincheck would be a discount coupon 
or a token. Therefore, the Appellant, argues-that a cdrribiriation;bf Off and Fgikowski. is - 
improper. -uiw^a. 

With respect to these arguments, the Examirieivaiiswers that the: responses 
stated in the preceding arguments as stated in claim 6 rejection in section 11 applies. 
The Fajkowski system would use the point of sale system described in Off et al to 
implement its coupon selection and raincheck generation process. ■ ■ L 

g. Group 7 -Claims 7, 15, 23 and 31- _ \[ :_- U\ 

The Appellant argues the Official Action acknowledges that Off et al reference 
does not teach that the item is subject to the raincheck when the item is not in stock, as 
defined in Claim 7. The Appellant further argues that adding the proposed incentive 
processor of Fajkowski to Off et al is' not suggested by Off et al or Fajkowski and will 
require user participation, thus rendering Off et al unsatisfactory for its intended 
purpose. 

With respect to these arguments, the Examiner answers that the responses 
stated in the preceding arguments as- stated 'in 1 cl'air^ 7 rejection in section 11 applies. 
The Fajkowski system would use the ■ ! pbint'"bf\sale sy^t§m described in Off et al to 
implement its coupon selection and raincheck generation process. 

h. Group 8 - Claims 8, 16, 24 and 32 
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The Appellant argues the Official Action acknowledges that Off et al reference 
does not teach that the item is subject to the raincheck when the item is not in stock, as 
defined in Claim 8. The Appellant further argues that adding the proposed incentive 
processor of Fajkowski to Off et al is not suggested by Off et al or Fajkowski and will 
require user participation, thus rendering Off et al unsatisfactory for its intended 
purpose. 

With respect to these arguments, the Examiner answers that the responses 
stated in the preceding arguments as stated in claim 8 rejection in section 11 applies. 
The Fajkowski system would use the point of sale system described in Off et al to 
implement its coupon selection and raincheck generation process. 

For the above reasons, it is believed that the rejections should be sustained. 




Respectfully submitted, 



ERICW.STAMBER 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 






Daniel Lastra 



December 20, 2001 



Conferees 



OBLON SPIVAK MCCLELLAND MAIER & NUESTADT 
FOURTH FLOOR 

1755 JEFFERSON DAVIS HIGHWAY 
ARLINGTON, VA 22202 



